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It is for Betsy Herman and other RSD suf-

ferers that I introduce this Resolution today
expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that October should be named
‘‘National Reflexive Dystrophy Awareness
Month.’’ I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this effort to increase awareness,
augment funding, and better diagnose and
treat this horrible disease.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ST.
LOUIS RAMS

HON. RICHARD A. GEPHARDT
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sa-
lute the 2000 Super Bowl Champions, the St.
Louis Rams, and their remarkable season.

The St. Louis Rams display of heart, cour-
age, and determination made Super Bowl
XXXIV a timeless memory for millions of
Americans.

Five seasons ago, the Rams organization
brought football back to the people of St.
Louis, who in turn have proven themselves to
be faithful and high-spirited fans. In that time,
the Rams have become an integral part of our
community, our neighborhoods, and our
schools by giving their time to various char-
ities, public events, and most importantly, the
people of St. Louis, They have brought enthu-
siasm and dedication to St. Louis, and they
have done it with class and dignity.

Kurt Warner is this year’s Super Bowl MVP
and a St. Louis Rams quarterback hero. He
epitomizes what is good about athletes and
serves as an excellent role model for people
of all ages. Kurt’s commitment to his family,
his faith, and his team should serve as a les-
son to us all.

I would also like to congratulate Georgia
Frontiere, owner of the St. Louis Rams, and
John Shaw, President of the St. Louis Rams.
Their devotion to the team and their love of St.
Louis was crucial to our Super Bowl victory.
Their love of the Rams is only paralleled by
their love of St. Louis, as demonstrated by
their efforts through the Rams Foundation.
They have made hundreds of donations to
schools and charitable organizations through-
out the St. Louis area. Under their leadership,
the Rams will continue to be a winning team
for many seasons to come.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say I am from
St. Louis, and I am just as proud to say I am
a Rams fan. Thank you and congratulations to
the St. Louis Rams.

RECIPIENTS OF THE FRANKLIN A.
POLK PUBLIC SERVICE MERIT
AWARD

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to commend your attention to a wonderful
honor. The Cuyahoga County Bar Foundation
and Cuyahoga County Bar Association recog-
nizes very prominent public servants. Each
public servant receives the distinguished

Franklin A. Polk Public Servants Merit Award.
The honorees are as follows:

IRENE BOHUSLAWSKY—PARMA MUNICIPAL
COURT

Nominated by the Presiding/Administra-
tive Parma Municipal Court Judge Kenneth
Spanagel, Irene Bohuslawsky has, since 1974,
been employed in the Law Department of the
City of Parma, where she currently is the
Administrative Assistant in the Prosecutor’s
Office. A graduate of Lourdes Academy,
Irene attended classes at Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College. Irene began her service with
Parma as a part-time legal secretary one
month after the birth of her fourth son. She
spent time with both the Prosecutor’s Office
and the Law Department prior to being
named to her present position in 1995. In this
position she is the office’s ‘‘traffic cop,’’ in-
suring that communication flows among the
prosecutors, defense lawyers, any defendants
without counsel, citizens, victims, complain-
ants, the Court’s judges and magistrate.
Irene says that raising her four sons is her
outstanding accomplishment, and, in her
spare time, she enjoys her own garden and
those of her children. She also spends time
sewing, embroidering, designing floral ar-
rangements and refinishing old furniture.
She is noted for her patience, courtesy and
ability to deal with the public, and she han-
dles all these varied duties with a smile and
with a disposition that, in Judge Spanagel’s
words, ‘‘anyone would be hard-pressed to
maintain.’’ That must be true, since, in her
years of service, she has encountered such
varied responses as the surprise of the man
who had crashed his car into his former
girlfriend’s front steps and who was arrested
after the police found his front license plate,
to the loving couple whose marriage cere-
mony before one of the judges was followed,
almost immediately, by the bride’s filing a
charge of domestic violence against her new
groom.
JOSEPH BOOKER—CUYAHOGA COUNTY COURT OF

COMMON PLEAS

As Chief Jury Bailiff for the Cuyahoga
County Common Pleas Court, Joseph Book-
er, nominated by Presiding/Administrative
Judge Richard J. McMonagle, supervises the
Jury Room and insures that prospective jury
panels are prepared for their service in
criminal and civil trials. After employment
in the private sector in marketing positions,
Mr. Booker became a court employee in 1975.
Married to Carolyn since 1961 and the father
of three, Joseph, an Alabama native, raised
in Youngstown, credits his father, a steel-
worker and minister, and his mother, a
homemaker, with instilling in him and his
brothers strong spiritual values, which he
tries to impart to others. An army veteran,
Mr. Booker enjoys photography, wood-
working, travel and golf and has been active
in church activities, including serving as a
Boy Scout troop master. Mr. Booker has
heard every reason, and then some, advanced
by citizens trying to avoid serving as jurors.
His most vivid recollection, though, is the
call he received on a Friday from a wife
whose husband was on a jury which had been
sequestered. The wife was calling to find out
how her husband was doing during the se-
questration. There was one problem: the jury
had been discharged the prior Tuesday. Jo-
seph regrets, perhaps only slightly, that he
did not find out how the couple resolved the
problem.
JUDY COURTEMANCHE—EIGHTH DISTRICT COURT

OF APPEALS

Judy A. Courtemanche, Judicial Secretary
at the Ohio Court of Appeals, Eighth Appel-
late District, has been nominated by her
boss, Administrative Judge James Porter, in
recognition of her combined 21 years’ service

at the Court of Appeals and the office of the
Cuyahoga County Clerk of Court. Particu-
larly, her service in circulating and releasing
the Judge’s opinions, keeping his docket, and
working with him in all court-related mat-
ters. A resident of the Cleveland area since
her birth, Ms. Courtemanche has been mar-
ried for 15 years to her husband, Bob. She
views her marriage to Bob as her biggest ac-
complishment and also values her close rela-
tionship with her sister and her three broth-
ers. Judy has been honored by the Plain
Dealer as an outstanding former carrier and
also has served in the old Cleveland Munic-
ipal Stadium, Jacobs’ Field and the new
Cleveland Browns Stadium as a ticket taker
and usher. An avid reader and gardener, Judy
also enjoys activities designed to maintain
her fitness. She camps regularly, including
trips to Canada and seven states in the last
two years alone. The child of a mother and
father who were both long-time govern-
mental employees, Judy still finds her work
interesting and challenging, and she says,
second only to saying ‘‘I do’’, entering public
service was the best decision she ever made.
In her ‘‘dream job’’ at the Court of Appeals,
Judy values her co-workers as a close and
supportive second family.
DANIEL DADICH—CUYAHOGA COUNTY DOMESTIC

RELATIONS COURT

Since October 1978, Dan Dadich, Adminis-
trative Judge Timothy M. Flanagan’s nomi-
nee, has been employed at the Domestic Re-
lations Court. Now, the Director of Enforce-
ment Services, Dan is regarded as being the
person to see to get a clear and quick re-
sponse to questions about child and spousal
support and health insurance for children.
Mr. Dadich notes that the ever-changing leg-
islation in this area has made it an awesome
challenge to help parties and counsel under-
stand the complexities of this particular por-
tion of the trauma of divorce. Dan has pre-
sented support issues at continuing legal
education courses offered by the Cuyahoga
County Bar Association and others. Dan has
lived in the Cleveland area his entire life and
attended Kent State University. Dan is mar-
ried to Gail, who received this same award in
1995. This doubly-honored couple are the par-
ents of three sons, Devon, Daniel and Derek.
Dan has been active as a coach and officer in
the North Royalton Soccer Club. Despite the
stress of dealing with court personnel, par-
ents and counsel, Dan still maintains an
even and reasoned perspective and a keen
sense of humor.

RAYMOND DENNARD—CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL
COURT

Raymond Dennard has been an employee of
the Cleveland Municipal Court since 1971.
Currently, Administrative Judge Larry A.
Jones’ nominee is Deputy Bailiff-Supervisor
and is the Chief of Security at the Court,
where he supervises approximately 100 bail-
iffs to make sure that there is ‘‘order in the
court.’’ Mr. Dennard, a native of West Vir-
ginia and father of two grown children, lives
with his wife Mairiam in Oakwood Village.
Also, he serves as a member of the Village
Council. In addition to his duties at the
Court and in Oakwood Village, Mr. Dennard
finds time to be a Detective, and has re-
cently become Director of Security at
Thistledown Race Course. Beyond all those
other commitments, Mr. Dennard has found
time to be active in his parish and the Elks
of the World. Raymond has but one com-
plaint about receiving this award; he found
it impossible to distill many decades of
faithful service at the Court into a short
statement of why he found his service to the
pubic rewarding.
THELMA PORTER—CUYAHOGA COUNTY CLERK OF

COURTS

Since May 1973, Thelma Porter, Common
Pleas Court Clerk Gerald Fuerst’s nominee,
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has been an employee of the County for 26
years. As Department Head of the Journal
Department of the Clerk’s office, where she
has been for the past 22 years. Porter super-
vises seven other employees in ensuring that
civil and domestic journal entries are prop-
erly processed, including judgment entries in
the Civil and Domestic Divisions. Orders of
Sale from the Sheriff’s Department. Writs of
Possession from foreclosures and other im-
portant legal documents. Thelma has been
married to Emanuel Porter for over 43 years.
The Porters have two grown children, and
Thelma is proud to have raised them to be
good, responsible, hard-working, honest and
caring individuals. She is also blessed with a
2 year old grandchild, Amiri. A graduate of
John Hay, she is an active volunteer at
Greater Abysinian Baptist Church. Thelma
looks to the example of her father, who re-
cently celebrated his 90th birthday and who
taught her that hard work and treating peo-
ple in a way one would like to be treated are
the keys to success. Thelma’s hobbies in-
clude bowling, movies, traveling and shop-
ping at different malls.

ANN VANIK—CUYAHOGA COUNTY PROBATE COURT

Nominated by Administrative Probate
Judge John Donnelly, Ann Vanik has been
an employee of the Court since 1972. After
serving as a deputy clerk and secretary, Ann
became Probate Court Auditor, her current
position, where she is responsible for main-
taining personnel and payroll records, along
with purchasing, accounts payable and other
budgetary matters. Ms. Vanik is the mother
of two daughters, and lives in South Euclid,
where she is active at her parish, St. Gregory
the Great, where one daughter attends
school, and at Beaumont School, where her
other daughter is a student. Ann spends
much of her time with her daughters and is
an active spectator at their volleyball, bas-
ketball, softball and fast-pitch softball
games. She enjoys cooking and crafts. Each
year, she and her daughters ‘‘adopt’’ a family
at Thanksgiving and provide that family
with a Thanksgiving feast. Ms. Vanik enjoys
travel and has been to such varied locales as
Hawaii, Cape Code, Florida, Arizona, Aruba
and the Bahamas.

JOHNNY WILLIAMS—CUYAHOGA COUNTY
JUVENILE COURT

The Juvenile Court’s Administrator John
Zachariah’s nominee, Johnny C. Williams,
has been an employee since 1973 and is a li-
censed social worker at the Court’s Deten-
tion Center. A native of North Carolina and
schooled in that state, Mr. Williams was a
public school music teacher in North Caro-
lina, and then relocated to Cuyahoga County
after finishing his military service in 1972.
Johnny has worked his entire life, and in ad-
dition to his duties at the Detention Center,
he has provided custodial care at other agen-
cies, including the United Labor Agency,
Cleveland Crossroads for Youth and Ohio
Boys Town. In addition to this award, Wil-
liams has been recognized by the National
Juvenile Detention Association, on two sepa-
rate occasions, and has received letters of
recognition from Mayor White, Governor
Voinovich. Former Congressman Stokes,
Senator Metzenbaum and other public offi-
cials. Johnny is active in the 11th Congres-
sional District Caucus and chairs its Youth
Initiative Committee. He also counsels trou-
bled students at a local middle school upon
referral of that school’s principal and helps
supervise social work students from Cleve-
land State University as their Field
Instructor.

SALUTE TO JOHN ALEXANDER
AND CBORD

HON. AMO HOUGHTON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 9, 2000

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, as you
know, food service is the second largest con-
tributor to our Gross National Product. The
quality and expense of food is important to us
all—as individuals and as a society.

I rise today to share news with you and my
colleagues of dedicated food service profes-
sionals in Ithaca, New York, who have married
high technology to food distribution in a way
that enhances the quality and quantity of food
served, while dramatically reducing waste and
unnecessary expenses.

I’m referring, of course, to CBORD, which
was founded in 1975 by John E. Alexander,
then an MBA candidate at Cornell University,
and two of his associates with a start up in-
vestment of $1,000 each. Their dream—to
create a software system that could organize
the haphazard menu planning process for in-
stitutional food service systems, increase the
nutritional value of every meal served, and
rein in runaway food costs.

Working nights and weekends, this tireless
team of entrepreneurs built their system, and
today the company they launched on a shoe-
string served over 4,000 food service clients
world wide, while employing over 300 people.

Here is a story that exemplifies the very
best in American business. We have long ad-
mired individuals with a vision and the cour-
age to pursue it until they achieve success.
Today, CBORD’s food service control systems
are in use by major corporations, colleges and
universities, health care facilities, nursing
homes, and the United States Armed Serv-
ices.

But there is more to this story.

In 1983, John Alexander founded the Com-
puter Applications in Food Service Education
(CAFE

´
) Society, which provides free or re-

duced cost software systems for use in hos-
pitals and dietetic programs and promotes in-
novative educational uses of computer appli-
cations to help solve the problems of world
hunger and chronic food shortages.

CBORD is actively involved with numerous
anti-hunger organizations such as HUNGER
and FOODCHAIN, provides generous support
to the Special Olympics, and sponsors a num-
ber of charitable and educational programs
throughout the Ithaca region.

The social conscience exhibited by CBORD
and the leadership that its founder, John Alex-
ander, has shown in applying America’s ad-
vancements in technology to one of the
world’s oldest and most pervasive problems is
something we can all applaud.

It is encouraging, as we look to the dawning
of the new millennium, that there are still op-
portunities in this great land to follow your
dreams, build a thriving business from the
ground up, and then share all that you’ve
learned for the benefit of people everywhere.

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF WILLIAM L.
BIELE

HON. JAMES M. TALENT
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 9, 2000
Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Chief William L. Biele, who will
be retiring from the Creve Coeur Fire Protec-
tion District. I hope you will join me in hon-
oring his fine career and in wishing him a
happy and healthy retirement.

Chief Biele joined the Creve Coeur Fire Pro-
tection District in October of 1959. He was
promoted to Captain in 1964 and after several
promotions was named Chief in 1983. During
his tenure, he established an aggressive edu-
cational program to enhance the management
potential of his staff as well as the establish-
ment of an In-house District Fitness Program.
This fitness program led to the District’s par-
ticipation in the International Firefighter Com-
bat Challenge, in which the Creve Coeur Dis-
trict continually demonstrates its commitment
to athletic excellence.

Not only has he distinguished himself with
an impressive career with the Creve Coeur
Fire Protection District, he has long been a
civic leader in his community. His work with
the Creve Coeur Lions Club, the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, the Dream Factory, the
Missouri Mules, the Backstoppers, the Mis-
souri Children’s Burn Camp and the Salvation
Army, stand as a testament to his tireless ef-
forts to serve the community and the less for-
tunate.

In addition to his many charitable and civic
contributions, Chief Biele has provided leader-
ship and expertise to several professional or-
ganizations, including: the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs, the Greater St. Louis
Area Fire Chiefs Association, the Missouri Val-
ley Fire Chiefs Association, and the Inter-
national Association of Arson Investigators.

Numerous accomplishments and contribu-
tions to professional organizations highlighted
his long service with the Creve Coeur Fire
Protection District. Among these are: 1978
Firefighter of the Year Award, the 1981 Lion of
the Year Award, the 1997 Creve Coeur—
Olivette Chamber of Commerce Outstanding
Businessperson of the Year, member of the
Board of Governors for the Greater St. Louis
Area Fire Chief Association, Co-Chairman of
the St. Louis County Fire and Police Memorial
Committee and Chairman of the Central Coun-
ty 911 Chiefs Operating Committee.

Again, Mr. Speaker I hope you will join me
in congratulating and thanking Chief Biele for
his service to the residents and businesses of
Creve Coeur. He is truly a great humanitarian,
mentor, leader, and citizen. His efforts are in-
deed an inspiration to us all.

HONORING JAMES GRIFFIN, JOHN
MERCADO AND VERNON MICHEL

HON. BRUCE F. VENTO
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 9, 2000
Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor three heroes from my district: James
Griffin, John Mercado, and Vernon Michel. Re-
cently, Mr. Mercado and Mr. Griffin were pre-
sented with a Medal of Valor from the Saint
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